THE  FIRST BEGINNINGS   AND  THE  MIDDLE  AGES

where invasions stopped short and invaders settled down. At die begin-
ning of the first thousand years before our era, you would have found
Ligurians inhabiting the Alps, and in the Pyrenees, Iberians, perhaps the
ancestors of the present Basques. Over the Mediterranean came
Phoenician sailors: thus Monaco is a Phoenician word signifying a place for
rest: a place where one stops. Semitic traders exchanged pearls, pottery
and brilliantly coloured fabrics for slaves. Later on, Greek navigators
made settlements along the edge of the sea and brought with diem the
civilization of the East, religious ideas and mysteries, money, the cultiva-
tion of the olive and a highly developed language. Massila (Marseilles),
their principal colony, founded about 600 B.C. by mariners from Phocaea
in Ionia, the Greeks made into a commercial port through which passed
the tin they obtained from Britain by way of Germany and the rivers.
Marseilles founded new colonies and Greek cities came to dot the coast:
Nicaea (Nice), Agathe Tukhe (Agde), Antipolis (Antibes). In such man-
ner the Provencal countryside was transformed by the Greeks, who
brought to it not only the olive but the cypress, the fig, die grape, the
acanthus, the pomegranate. The Batde of Flowers, that annual rite in Nice
and in odier cities along die Riviera, dates back to Greek days and was
surely linked in the beginning to die cult of Demeter, Adonis or Perse-
phone. The rose, native of Persia, passed dirough Greece aud was then
brought to southern France by way of Italy. It is thanks to Greek sailors
and Roman soldiers that today the perfume of die rose is distilled at Grasse.
Many centuries before Christ a new civilization, the Celtic, filtered into
the valleys of the Rhine and the Rhone. These Celtic tribes of warriors
and shepherds came from die Danube area; by language and customs they
belonged to die Indo-European group. It is not at all certain that there
existed a true Celtic people. Ancient Greek writers, by whom all
'hyperborean* (northern) Barbarians were vaguely lumped together,
applied the name Celt to any tall, light-skinned, fair-haired foreigner
dwelling beyond the mountains. Yet diere were dark Celts, and trium-
phant Roman generals, in order to display in Rome captives in conformity
with popular tradition, had often to dye dieir hair. What seems to have
been the common element was not a Celtic race but a Celtic language aud
civilization. And these peoples knew the art of forging the two-edged
iron sword, die finest weapon of their day. At La Tone (near the Lake of
Neuchatel) and at Hallstadt, excavations have brought to light nothing
less than factories for the production of arms. The Celts had taste, were
acquainted with Greek ornament and used it to embellish their jewellery
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